We the People: Law & Civics in America
Simulation I: Crimes Against Humanity
Simulation I Objective: One of the major areas of law that exists in our contemporary and global world is that of international law. Ever since the Holocaust and the atrocities committed during World War II, the world’s major powers have been more vigilant when it comes to alleged human rights violations. The nearly 200 members of the United Nations have vowed never to sit by idly while human rights violations persist. Instead, they have vowed to protect the dignity, life, and respect of each and every human being in the world. Despite these goals, human rights violations continue in the world today. Since the signing of the Rome Treaty on July 1, 2002, the International Criminal Court (“ICC”) has taken the primary responsibility of investigating and prosecuting alleged violations of human rights. The specific crimes it prosecutes are detailed in the following document: https://www.icc-cpi.int/resource-library/Documents/ElementsOfCrimesEng.pdf.
To conclude our study of Unit I, students will act as international prosecutors in the ICC. They will identify, investigate, and present oral and visual evidence sufficient to indict (formally charge) someone alive in the world today (or who committed their crimes since 1990 and has since died) of committing specific crimes against humanity. Although ex post facto laws are not permitted in the American or international legal systems, for the sake of academic simplicity, in this simulation students will treat the statutes and treaties above mentioned as if they were in effect at the time the alleged crimes against humanity were committed. The ICC judges in the indictment hearing will decide whether students have provided sufficient evidence to formally indict the individual for the alleged crimes against humanity.

Simulation Directions: Students will be divided into groups of no more than three (3) students each. Each group must select an individual alive today or who committed a relevant crime since 1990 and has since died to charge with having committed one or more crimes against humanity.
Next, students will need to conduct research on the alleged actions or omissions committed by the person that allegedly violate human rights law. They will need to identify the specific crimes committed and find sufficient evidence to prove the person was responsible for the human rights crimes. This will likely include his status or position of power, specific orders given or policies followed, and the actions that link the person to the crimes.
Each group must then write an oral argument to be presented before the judges of the ICC. The oral argument must be organized as follows:

Opening Statement

· Introduce yourself as a Prosecutor of the ICC and your nation of origin

· Identify the suspect’s full name and country

· Identify the suspect’s positions, titles of authority, and political affiliations
· Explain how the person gained power and identify the people/groups over which he held/holds authority

· List the charges being sought against the person (up to four counts)
· Establish a link between the person or his position of authority and the commission of the alleged crimes

Count #1- Count #3
· 1. State the suspect’s name and the specific crime alleged in the count
· 2. Describe what happened (where, when, and how the crime was allegedly committed)
· 3. State the statutory elements of the alleged crime

· 4. One at a time, state each specific statutory element of the alleged crime and provide clear evidence for each element that directly links the person to the crime

· 5. Conclude in a convincing way why the indictment should issue

Concluding Statement

· Provide a brief summary of the counts

· For the foregoing reasons, specifically ask the court to issue the indictment and formally charge the suspect of crimes against humanity

Due to time and feasibility considerations, each group will be limited to three (3) counts against the suspect, so please chose the strongest three counts to present to the ICC. Each student in the group must participate in all stages of this assignment. Each must complete at least one speaking role. Should you have concerns about the division of tasks in preparation and presentation of this assignment, you should meet as a team to address them. Please be aware that you are permitted to select your own partners, so pick wisely. At the conclusion of the assignment, you will provide feedback on each member of your group, which will be considered in calculating grades.
Project Grading:
20%- Use of Time Researching & Preparing
20%- Accuracy of Research, Content, & Thoroughness
20%- Clarity of Presentation & Delivery
20%- Overall Quality of Presentation
20%- Teamwork & Peer Grading
